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Editorial 





A DECADE IN DEFENCE OF 
DEMOCRACY 


THIS is the tenth anniversary issue of Searchlight. We make no 
apologies for marking the occasion by launching an appeal for 
money — £25,000 to be exact. 

Searchlight’s resources have never been massive, but by 
marshalling them carefully we have been able in recent years to 
invest more and more in the content and appearance of the 
magazine itself; to establish ourselves in suitable premises; and to 
purchase valuable items of equipment. For this we are immensely 
grateful to grant awarding bodies who have helped us, but also and 
especially to the unstinting efforts of our many supporters who sell 
the magazine, send us donations and collect funds for us year in and 
year out. Searchlight would not survive without them. 

But as Searchlight’s reputation has grown, so have the demands 
made on its staff and volunteers for research and information. Now 
we are quickly reaching the point where the volume of work we are 
asked to do threatens to overwhelm us. To meet these demands we 
have to grow: we have to find funds to finance another staff 
member and the purchase of computer equipment. 

Hence the appeal. Already we have had firm pledges of generous 
contributions, and we shall be reporting progress over the coming 
months. But we still have a long way to go. 

IT REALLY IS UP TO YOU. 





Three interesting things happened in the same week recently: 
Edward Heath warned publicly against the growing influence of 
extremists in the Conservative Party; moderate Conservative 
students demanded an enquiry into the activities of extremists in the 
Federation of Conservative Students; and Mrs Thatcher was only 
reluctantly persuaded to agree to commemorate the 40th 
anniversary of the defeat of fascism in the Second World War. 

It doesn’t take great political insight to understand the 
connexion. 
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A JUNIOR minister with 
responsibility for race issues in the 
Department of Employment has 
earned himself a reputation inside 
the department for his worrying 
attitude towards black people. 

Alan Clark, wealthy son of Lord Clark 
(of ‘Civilisation’ fame), and MP for 
Plymouth, Sutton since 1974 took up his 
junior minister post in DE in June 1983 
after the election. One of his areas of 
responsibility is the vexed matter of 
introducing ethnic monitoring in 
Unemployment Benefit Offices; a proposal 
hotly opposed by many black organisations 
and by the main trade unions representing 
DE staff. 


Insulting 


On taking up the post he was briefed 
thoroughly on the question by a team of 
senior civil servants who tried to explain to 
him why black organisations were so 
strongly opposed to the idea. 

Their efforts seem, on the whole, to have 
been wasted. ‘‘You mean to say’’, said the 
minister, ‘‘that they don’t want us 
collecting their names and addresses 
because they’re afraid we’re going to hand 
them over to the Immigration Service so 
they can send them all back to Bongo- 
Bongo land?”’ 

Such an insulting and insensitive remark 
would be bad enough coming from anyone 
with power and influence in government. 
Coming from a minister with 
responsibilities to ethnic minorities, it is 
quite intolerable. 

But Clark had already made a reputation 
over the years for his ‘robust’ views. He 
even told one interviewer that his politics 
could be described as national socialist. 

In 1981 he complained that Home 
Secretary William Whitelaw was not being 
even-handed, by banning National Front 
marches while ‘‘young blacks damage 
shops, terrorise the white population, shout 
objectionable slogans at the monarchy and 
try to provoke the police’’. 

A year later, calling for increased police 
recruitment, he spoke of ‘‘gangs of 50 
young blacks looting shops in broad 
daylight’’, and claimed that deterrents and 
prosecutions were inhibited by ‘‘what are 
loosely termed ‘community relations’ ’’. 

It was these sorts of views that in 1969 
had him banned from the Conservative 
Party’s list of approved parliamentary 
candidates. He was, it seems, deemed ‘too 
reactionary’.. During the same period, of 
course, Edward Heath had taken steps to 





@ Alan Clark. 


keep off the list a number of would-be 
candidates — including Harvey Proctor. 

In 1972, however, Clark was adopted to 
fight Plymouth, Sutton, but only after a 
bitter internal battle which saw an already 
selected candidate, David Hunt, de-selected 
after strenuous right-wing lobbying in the 
constituency. 

Very quickly Clark made his views on 
race clear, declaring soon after his selection 
that an immigrant should be told ‘‘you 
cannot come into this country because you 
are not white’’. 

A man who believes that ‘‘it is natural to 
be proud of your race and country’’ he has 
embraced a number of themes dear to the 
heart of the radical right: anti-fluoridation; 
for a ‘Fortress Britain’; anti-Americanism 
and the EEC; anti-multi-nationals and 
international banking. He describes himself 
as ‘‘a reactionary populist Tory’’. 

Black people targetted for ethnic 
monitoring in benefit offices (whites are 
also to be logged but, unlike other groups, 
no records will be kept) might under- 
standably be sceptical about government 
protestations that monitoring is designed to 
eliminate discrimination. They may be hard 
pressed to accept that this worthy aim really 
motivates Alan Clark. 


_ NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ NF MAN IN COWARDLY ATTACK 


An ex-member of the National Front made an 
unprovoked attack on an Asian man he saw in 
the street. Raymond Hogg, (25), was seen to 
approach the man and punch him several times 
in the face. He called him a ‘‘black bastard’’, 
and then walked off with the man’s shopping. 

Hogg, of Ashington, near Newcastle on Tyne, 
was jailed for 180. days for the assault. Hogg 
used to be an active member of the National 
Front, and has the letters ‘‘NF’’ tattoed on his 
arm. 

When arrested, Hogg said:- 

“‘T hit the black bastard. They shouldn’t be 
allowed into this country. 

‘*We should send them all back’’. 

His victim, Mr Siva Nathan, needed three 
stitches to a facial cut, and suffered a broken 
nose. 

In court, Hogg claimed that Mr Nathan had 
called him a ‘‘white honky’’. (The Journal, 
Newcastle on Tyne 15.12.84.) 


@ NF VIGILANTES TERRORISE FAMILY 


A gang of National Front thugs have conducted 
a vendetta against the family of a convicted 
murderer. 

David Carty, (18), was found guilty of the 
murder of Robert Vaughn, (17), and Michelle 
Sadler, (17). He was sentenced to youth custody 
for life by the judge, Mr Justice Kenneth Jones. 

Since the sentence was passed, at the start of 
December, his family have been threatened by a 
local National Front group. They have now fled 
in fear of their lives, and are living in primitive 
conditions in a squat. Mrs Carty said that 
National Front men had gone to a neighbour and 
asked for the family. 

‘*When she told them she didn’t know where 
we were, they punched her in the face, and said 
they would be back. 

“IT have to keep David’s younger brothers and 
sisters indoors to protect them from being 
attacked’’. (The Voice London 15.12.84.) 


@ NEWCASTLE ACTION ON RACISM 


The National Front has been accused of 
exploiting unemployed youngsters in Newcastle. 
The chairman of the council’s racial equality 
sub-committee, Councillor Roy Burgess, blamed 
the NF for distributing racist propaganda and 
recruiting unemployed youths. 

“T think anyone who cares about race relations 
would be shocked if they saw this propaganda. 

“Tt is aimed at stirring up trouble and people’s 
prejudice,” he said. 

Councillor Burgess was speaking at the launch 
of a document outlining a programme of action 
for improving racial equality in Newcastle. The 
main concern is with changing attitudes over a 
period of time by persuasion, education and 
training. Councillors and council employees will 
be given racial awareness training, and all 
departments will implement policies designed to 
ensure fair treatment. Council tenants found 
guilty of racial harassment will be evicted. 
(Evening Chronicle, Newcastle on Tyne 4.12.84.) 


@ NATIONAL FRONT MAN SEEKS GOD’S 
FORGIVENESS 


A former National Front supporter has asked for 
God’s forgiveness at an evangelical rally. After 
the rally, led by evangelist Eric Delve, the man 
embraced a Nigerian member of the mission 
team, and also asked for his forgiveness. 
(Christian, London 6.12.84.) 
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MARTIN 
WEBSTER 
GOES FOR 
BROKE... 


MARTIN Webster, who has 
spent the last year engaged ina 
vicious internecine war with his 
former colleagues on the 
National Front directorate, has 
decided to take the struggle all 
the way and move towards 
setting up a new party of the far 
right. In the next few months he 
is looking to bankrupt his 
Strasserite enemies as his legal 
action against them for 
wrongful dismissal continues, 
and recruit for himself their few 
remaining worthwhile 
members. 

Indeed, the slow pace of NF 
membership renewals for 1985 must be a 
great fillip to Webster and his growing 
band of sympathisers. To date, less than 
1,000 people have paid up their dues, a 
drop in membership of two thirds from 
last year’s level. The resignation of 
Front chairman Andrew Brons and the 
cases under the Race Relations Act 
pending against three directorate 
members, Anderson, Pearce and 
Wingfield, may leave the rump of the 
NF in the hands of a leadership 
consisting of political yokel Nick Griffin 
and a bunch of Italian terrorists. 

It is strongly rumoured that Martin 
Wingfield is also about to desert the 
sinking ship along with most of the 
Brighton branch of the NF. This comes 
as no surprise; Denis Pirie, a key 
Brighton member and one of Webster’s 
old nazi comrades from the early sixties, 
has hosted visits from France of wealthy 
nazi heiress Francoise Dior, during 
which lengthy discussions over 
Webster’s political future took place. 

Dior is another throwback to 
Webster’s days in the National Socialist 
Movement, when she was married to ex- 
fiihrer Colin Jordan. In the late ’60s 
she was convicted at the Old Bailey of 
synagogue arson. Her visits to Pirie have 
led to some French financial backing for 
Webster to keep fighting his corner 
against the new leadership of the Front. 

Observers of last year’s NF 
Remembrance Day march noted Denis 
Pirie’s wife, Carol, marching alongside 
Webster after he had been forced to 
march at the very rear of the procession. 


Webster now intends to cash in on all 
the ill-will that the new leadership has 
built: up for itself over the last twelve 
months. The spiteful slandering and 
libelling of all and sundry, and the 
downright thuggish bullying of elderly 
members with years of service behind 
them on the facist scene, has come home 
to roost. 

The Front’s failure to honour debts 
owed to many senior and respected 
members has also stored up trouble. 
Now Webster intends to collect. 


New operation 


During the Christmas holiday Webster 
travelled to France — it is thought to the 
home of Madame Dior in Normandy to 
work out his next major moves to 
restore himself to prominence on the 
right. 

It was probably there that the decision 
was taken to let the Front die. Until 
recently Webster thought he could 
regain his former position and that in 
time the Front would revert back to his 
kind of nazism. Now it would appear he 
does not think they are worth bothering 
with, even to save the name, National 
Front, which has in its own way become 
a household word to anybody interested 
in racist politics. 

Webster and his friends now intend to 
set up a brand new operation. What is 
both interesting and sinister is the scope 
he seems to think this organisation will 
have on the right of British politics. 

Not only does Webster intend to pick 
up those expelled from the NF during 
the last year’s power struggle, but he 
also expects to recruit those who have 
remained sitting on the fence and those 
who in the last month have refused to 
renew their membership. Apart from 
that, he is said to be eyeing up potential 
recruits from Tyndall’s rather moribund 
British National Party. Tyndall’s family 
problems may be making it difficult for 
him to continue his increasingly boring 
leadership. 

But most of all Webster appears keen 
to embrace some of the way out 
elements in the Tory Party and its right 
wing racist fringe organisations. He has 
made overtures to Bee Carthew, a one 


@ Above: Webster (left) and Denis Pirie 
in an earlier incarnation; below: Carol 
Pirie. 


time leading Monday Clubber, organiser 
of the now defunct Enoch Powell fan 
club, ‘Powellight’, and for a short while 
a member of the National Front during 
John Tyndall’s leadership. Webster has 
also been seeking the advice of Richard 
Verrall, a former editor of Spearhead 
and the author, under his alias Richard 
Harwood, of Did Six Million Really Die? 
and other works that try to deny that the 
nazi holocaust took place. Today Verrall 
is the husband of Tessa Sempick, the 
solicitor who has represented Patrick 
Harrington, one of the Front’s current 
blue-eyed boys, throughout his legal 
campaign against students at North 
London Polytechnic. 

By the time spring arrives, and 
Webster has held his intended 
conference to launch the new party, the 
current Front leadership may well be 
regretting that they did not take up the 
offer of their friends from across the 
water to get rid of him permanently. 
Watch this space. 





Pat Harrington as young NF trainee, 3rd from left with (left) Robert Brown, convicted criminal; Tom Acton, the Front’s jittery 
former accountant; and (far right) their former leader Martin Webster. 


Poly students ‘‘win 90%7’’ 


CONTEMPT proceedings 
against sixteen North London 
Poly students ended in mid- 
January with the High Court 
accepting assurances from the 
students that they would not 
involve themselves in any more 
picketing to prevent National 
Front national directorate 
member Pat Harrington from 
attending lectures at the 
college. 

The very real threat that more anti- 
fascist students would be imprisoned 
was averted; but only as a result of a 
satisfactory solution to the Harrington 
affair being negotiated with the Poly 
authorities the previous week. Student 
leaders claimed to have won ‘‘90%’’ of 
what they wanted. 

Unlike his predecessor, Mr David 
MacDowell, the Poly’s new acting 
director John Beishon quickly showed 
himself prepared to look for a 
negotiated solution to the impasse which 
has existed since the campaign against 
Harrington took off almost a year ago, 
and especially since Harrington began 


his long march through the courts. 

Under the agreement, which was 
subsequently endorsed by a_ student 
union meeting over 1,000 strong: 

@the philosophy lectures which 
Harrington wanted to attend would be 
transferred to a converted house away 
from the poly main sites; 

@ alternative lectures for students not 
wishing to be taught with Harrington 
would not be officially provided by the 
college, although it was recognised 
lecturers could not be prevented from 
doing so privately. 

This formula was seen as the only 
option which could both meet the 
demands of students that they should 
not be taught with Harrington, and 
comply with the High Court orders 
which had already led to two students 
being gaoled and others hauled into 
court. 

And at the back of everybody’s mind 
was the possibility that the issue might 
be seized upon as an excuse to close 
down the polytechnic once and for all. 

A trouble-maker to the end, 
Harrington actually went into court 
again to apply for a police escort to take 


him into the students’ union meeting. 
He had, in fact, been expelled from the 
union two years earlier, and the judge 
listened sympathetically to counter- 
arguments that his only real intention in 
attending was to stir up further trouble. 

Harrington’s request was refused and 
when he appeared on television that 
evening it was as an angry, bitter and 
sullen young man, who did not believe 
that he had chalked up a victory in any 
sense. 

Part of the ‘peace plan’ also involves 
setting up an action committee on 
racism, involving students, and a review 
of the coilege’s disciplinary procedures. 

At the time, however, court and 
college disciplinary proceedings against 
the students carried on. After the court 
hearing the students received mild 
reprimands from the college itself. 

Earlier demands from Harrington’s 
solicitor Tessa Verrall/Sempick for their 
home addresses were forestalled when 
they agreed to gather at the college to 
accept service of the writs. Other 
addresses had previously been handed 
over to Harrington’s legal advisers. 








THE CHRISTMAS MASSACRE 


Italy’s right-wing terrorists strike — and in 
London their friends get nervous 





FASCISTS in Italy marked the 
Xmas holiday in typical bloody 
fashion: a train bomb attack which 
left seventeen dead and dozens 
wounded. It was the latest in a 
series of unsolved bomb outrages 
stretching back more than ten 
years which have left more than 
140 people dead. But the event was 
preceded by unusual activity 
within the cell of wanted Italian 
terrorists which is based in London 
and playing a guiding role in the 
National Front. 

The latest massacre took place only two 
days before Xmas on a crowded train 
travelling from Naples to Milan. As it 
passed through the 12-mile San Benedetto 
tunnel between Florence and Bologna, a 
bomb exploded between two carriages, 
totally destroying them. 


Destabilisation 


The train’s position in the tunnel as the 
bomb exploded hindered emergency rescue 
workers trying to help the trapped and 
injured, and recover the bodies of the dead. 
Most of the passengers were travelling to ski 
resorts in Northern Italy. 

A number of claims of responsibility 
were made, including one from the Red 
Brigades who subsequently issued a 
statement denying any involvement. In 
fact, the attack bore all the hallmarks of far 
right terrorists, who have over the years 
made the state railway system, in particular 
near ‘Red Bologna’, a particular target for 
their attempts at violent destabilisation. 

In 1980 a suitcase bomb destroyed the 
waiting room at Bologna railway station, 
massacring 85 travellers, in the single most 
devastating attack they have carried out to 
date. It was claimed by the NAR (Armed 
Revolutionary Nucleii). But before that: 

@ In 1968, fascists derailed a train travelling 
from Naples to Calabria; 

@ In 1970 bombs were placed on a railway 
line south of Rome; 

ein June 1974, bombs exploded on the 
Rome-Florence railway line; 

ein August 1974, a bomb killed 12 
passengers on the Italicus express just 
outside Bologna. Ordine Nero (Black 
Order) claimed responsibility; 

@ In April 1975, a bomb went off on a train 
near Florence. 

No convictions have followed any of 
these attacks, although fascists — Mario 
Tuti and two others — faced trial for the 
Italicus bomb. They were acquitted on 
appeal only last year, although Tuti had 
declared at his first trial that ‘‘in every war 


there are innocent victims’’. 
His second trial was due to begin only 


days after the 1980 Bologna station 
massacre, and, claiming responsibility for 
it, NAR declared it had been carried out 
‘to honour Mario Tuti’’. 

Tuti has a particularly ardent admirer in 
London-based NAR leader Roberto Fiore, 
one of the group of seven NAR terrorists 





which the Italian authorities tried to have 
extradited two years ago. 

Fiore, wanted for attempted murder, was 
described by a key witness, his girlfriend 
Eleanor Venditti, as the ideological and 
operational leader of an NAR cell, taking 
command (though not always taking part 
himself) in a series of armed robberies, 
arson attacks and weapons raids. 





@Roberto Fiore, terror gang leader in 
London. 


Venditti alleged that Fiore planned the 
raids, took charge of the proceeds, and 
organised the stockpiling of weapons. 

Publicly Fiore and the others were 
members of Third Position or of the MSI’s 
student wing FUAN; secretly, they were 
terrorists for NAR, formed in 1977 by 
members of Ordine Nuovo (New Order), 
Ordine Nero and Avanguardia Nazionale. 
Third Position was its public face, and 
young recruits like Fiore and the cell he led 
were very much a second generation of 
post-war fascist terrorists. 


Admiration 


Mario Tuti and Roberto Fiore had become 
close friends when they worked together on 
the fascist magazine Quex. Fiore developed 
a strong and lasting admiration for Tuti, 
one of the architects of the terror campaign 
waged in Italy since the late 1960s. 

Now living in London, Fiore is one of the 
ideological driving forces behind the 
National Front’s new ‘Strasserite’ 
leadership with whom he is on close terms, 
to the point of having been a visitor to the 
home of the Front’s only recently departed 
chairman Andrew Brons. 


Only a few weeks before the Xmas train 
bombing, Fiore and his friends became 
noticeably nervous, and began approaching 
journalists in London with a story that they 
were about to become the victims of a 
conspiracy between British intelligence and 
Italian military intelligence (SISMI). 

In a number of approaches, some 
involving Fiore himself, others involving 
British sympathisers, the media was 
systematically fed a story that SISMI had 
offered British security services information 
about Libyan covert operations in exchange 
for the deportation of the wanted Italians 
still living and working in London. The 
Italians feared the British would agree to 
the deal and ship them back to Italy where 
they face serious charges. By ‘exposing’ this 
‘plot’ to the media they hoped to avert such 
an outcome. 


Outcry 


It is, of course, a remarkable coincidence 
that Fiore and his associates should be 
trying to pre-empt pressure for their 
expulsion from Britain only a few weeks 
before the first major fascist terror attack in 


®@The Italicus train bombing 1974 and (below) Mario Tuti (centre), in whose “honour” 


Bologna station was bombed. 


Italy since Bologna in 1980, which might 
itself be expected to increase such pressure. 

One of the most worrying developments 
of the last two years, as we have constantly 
pointed out, is the influence that these 
fugitive terrorists — especially Fiore — 
exert over the National Front. 

With leading members of the NF’s 
Strasserite faction, the Italians published a 
journal Rising, and were instrumental in the 
dumping of Martin Webster a year ago, and 
in developing the Third Position ideology 
to which the Front has now publicly 
committed itself. At the same time the 
Front has embarked on its own ‘strategy of 
tension’ with paramilitary training for 
selected members, and a general escalation 
of street violence. 

In Italy, widespread police raids followed 
the Xmas bombing, but there is growing 
public outcry, supported by President 
Pertini, at the failure of the police to bring 
a single successful prosecution, even though 
fascist bombs have now claimed over 140 
lives in recent years. Unfavourable 
comparisons with the massive drive against 
Red Brigade terrorism in the late 1970s are 
increasingly being drawn. 








WHO’S WHO BEHIND 


LONDON’S RACIST 
VIGILANTES 


FAIRPLAY, the “self-help for 
whites” group which surfaced 
late last year in Tower Hamlets, 
East London, has been exposed 
as a front for veterans of the 
extreme right Lady Jane 
Birdwood and Joy Page, finally 
putting paid to the unconvincing 
claims of its organiser Ralph 
Harrison that ‘‘we are not 
connected with any political 
group”. 

From evidence collected, Searchlight 
can now reveal that both women are 
involved behind the scenes in Fairplay 
and its ugly twin group in South 
London, the Stockwell Park Defence 
Association. 


Threatening 


Since the early ’70s both Lady Birdwood 
through the Anti-Immigration 
Standing Committee and Joy Page 
have been part of an anti-immigration 


and pro-repatriation campaign which 
has refused to go away. Birdwood, a 
one-time Tory party and Monday Club 
member, used her organisations as a 
bridge between the Tory Party and the 


National Front. Though not an NF 
member, she has marched with them, 
spoken on their platforms and those of 
John Tyndall’s British National Party. 
The Immigration Control Association is 
still run by Joy Page. 

Through WISE (Welsh, Irish, Scots, 
English) set up by Joan Mason in the 
mid-70s to build a bridgehead between 
the racists of the Tory Right and the 
(then) growing and emerging National 
Front, Page and Birdwood maintained 
their longstanding link with George 
Young of Tory Action, Bee Carthew 





(Powellight Association), and Tory MP 
Harvey Proctor (Monday Club). 

Moves by the extreme right to become 
‘respectable’ by linking up with the 
Racist Right of the Conservative Party 
at Parliamentary level, to campaign for 
tougher anti-immigration and 
repatriation policies are now being 
matched by the formation of groups like 
Fairplay at the grassroots level, posing 
as ‘self help groups’ for ‘English 
people’. 

Similar campaigns have been 
emerging in Brent and Southall (where 
objections are being raised to multi-faith 
education when good ‘christian’ 
education is what’s needed, according to 
the front group there). 

But then, this is what we expect from 
Lady Birdwood and Joy Page who hide 
behind dupes like Harrison of Fairplay 
and Graham Haldon of Stockwell Park 
to put forward their vicious racist views 
covered up by a thin veneer of ‘anxieties’ 
by supposedly ‘respectable’ white 
tenants on overcrowded and badly 
serviced council estates. 

Harrison actually had the nerve to 


ecg 











@ Above: Birdwood on British National 
Party platform, and (left) Joy Page. 


write a threatening letter to Cllr Arthur 
Downes’ chair of the Tower Hamlets 
Ethnic Minorities sub-committee saying 
“‘we believe all council officers and 
councillors who declare a bias towards 
ethnic minorities are biased against us’’. 
He added: ‘‘a failure to be impartial will 
result in a campaign — on a non-party 
basis — against any councillor who 
appears biased’’. 

They hope to create an atmosphere 
where the Tory Racist Right will be able 
to push the Government into a 
‘response’ — repatriation. 

Searchlight will be exposing further 
extreme right links with such groups in a 
future edition. 








A DECADE OF DRIVEL 


Ten years ago Spearhead oozed an 
unrealistic optimism. It saw in the New 
Year with the boast that ‘‘there can be no 
doubt about it: 1974 has been a magnificent 
year for the National Front from many 
points of view’’. The writer, Martin 
Webster, looked forward to the near future 
when ‘‘we will have a chance of becoming 
really popular’. Another contributor in 
that issue of January 1975 proudly claimed 
that the NF over the past two years had 
enjoyed ‘‘a spectacular run of success that 
has not yet abated’. 

No such words can be found in the latest 
Spearhead to have reached Searchlight 
(December’s issue). One obvious difference is 
that no praise for the National Front is to be 
found in Mr Tyndall’s journal these days. 
Having failed to control the NF to his own 
satisfaction, Mr T upped and left to found his 
own party, the British National Party. The 
rumblings of discontent and jealousy are 
nevertheless detectable in that issue of ten years 
ago. 

A new chairman of the magnificently 
successful NF had just been elected. Spearhead 
throughout its twenty year history has always 
made a great fuss about the importance of 
leadership. However, in January 1975 it hardly 
accorded the new leader the sort of deference it 
continually claims to be necessary in political 
life. The news about the election of Kingsley 
Read was reported on page fourteen of this 
twenty page magazine, and even so it was not 
page fourteen’s main feature. A short two 
paragraphs on page nineteen explains the 
reticence. Mr Tyndall wanted to make it quite 
plain to all his readers that he had not 
“voluntarily relinquished’ his position of 
Chairman of the NF: ‘‘He was available as a 
candidate for the NF chairmanship but was not 
re-elected’’. 

And some lessons are quickly learned. We hear 
little about elections for Chairmanship these 
days in Spearhead. When Mr T founded the 
British National Party, he made quite sure that 
his fun would not be spoilt by re-elections or any 
such nonsense like that. No chance of him these 
days being voted out as National Chairman, and 
having to accept, as he did ten years ago, the sop 
of being National Deputy Chairman. 

Attitudes to elections generally have changed 
on the fascist scene. Ten years ago, in the two 
General Elections of 1974, the NF fielded fifty- 
four candidates in February and ninety in the 
October General Election. It was this 
achievement which convinced Martin Webster in 
Spearhead that the NF was about to become a 
major political force. Nowadays it’s all very 
different. 

Of course, Webster himself is not to be found 
writing for Mr T’s magazine; nor is he totally 
persona grata with the NF leadership. But there’s 
also a striking difference in attitude towards 
national politics. Spearhead no longer advances 
the opinion that the great electoral break- 
through is just about to occur. In the latest issue 
it puts a brave face on the 109 votes which a BNP 
candidate obtained in a council by-election in 
Sunderland, in which the Conservatives did not 
field a candidate. This ‘‘fine performance”’ is a 


far cry from the 113,000 votes which Webster 
was celebrating ten years ago. 

Whilst Tyndall believed that the NF, with 
himself in a leading role, was on the verge of 
filling Westminster’s green seats with fascist 
backsides, he moderated the tone of Spearhead. 
After all, a magazine, which might take over 
from The Spectator or Punch in the literary life 
of the nation, could not let rip with uncontrolled 
praise for Hitler. Thus in its middle period 
(coincidentally Spearhead celebrates its twentieth 
anniversary this month), Mr T’s magazine was 
all restraint and best behaviour. 

During this period, it even went through the 
motions of denying that it supported fascism. An 
article ten years ago by John Bean analysed ‘“‘the 
smear’’ that the NF was a fascist party. Like 
Tyndall and Webster, Bean was an old hand in 
nazi politics and so knew what he was talking 
about. Mr Bean was telling party members not to 
worry if the Left dubbed the NF as ‘fascist’. 
Whatever it did, ‘‘the NF will still meet with 
howls of ‘Fascist’ from the Left, just as the Left 
brands everybody as ‘Fascist’ whom it dislikes’’. 

How times change. Mr T is still concerned 
about the label ‘fascist’. But now, he is outraged 
that the Conservatives are referring to the left as 
“the fascist Left’’: what ‘‘a gross abuse of the 
English language’’. Genuine fascists have 





sell this boring garbage? 





Well, would you look happy if you had to 


nothing to do with the left, and confusing them 
with the left unfairly discredits proper fascism. 

No longer shy of a label like ‘fascist’, 
Spearhead has realised that there is nothing to be 
gained by moderating the public presentation of 
its ideology. In Mr Tyndall’s case this ideology 
means one topic above all others. The Jews. Ten 
years ago, there was hardly a mention of Jews. 
Veiled hints about international conspiracies 
were given, and Martin Webster wrote about 
Zionist influence on the Guardian, but there was 
nothing like the torrent of anti-semitism which 
every month sprays the pages of Spearhead. 

In December’s issue we find Kenneth 
McKilliam continuing to argue that events in 
Britain are fulfilling all the prophecies of the 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion. He opens his 
article with a quotation from the Protocols, and 
continues to quote from it throughout his piece. 
In the Spearhead of 1975 no writer would have 
quoted so directly from this bible of anti-semites. 
Nor would a writer have concluded as 
uninhibitedly as Mr McKilliam does now: 


‘‘What will be noticed is the number of aliens 
in our midst, some with British sounding 
names, many of them Jews, who are working 
away to destroy our race, nation, culture and 
faith. It is about time we collected them 
together and ran them all out of our 
country’’. 


Dr Peter Peel, another long term contributor 
to fascist publications, writes about the US 
government being ‘‘the abject subjects’’ of ‘‘the 
international, parasitic race’’ who ‘‘brought us, 
among so many other blessings, the Boer War, 
the Russian Revolution, the 1939-45 war, the 
dissolution of the European empires, the 
alienation of the Middle East, the vivisection of 
Germany, cultural filth and schlock and the 
genocidal racial pollution of our ancient 
homelands’’. 

However, this month’s Spearhead provides a 
late entry, and indeed eventual winner, of 
Searchlight’s annual award for Absurd Anti- 
Semitism. Mr Ronald Rickord writes of his 
experiences with Esperanto. Mr Rickord 
apparently bought himself a copy of Teach 
Yourself Esperanto: ‘‘1 was well aware that 
Esperanto’s inventor was a Polish Jew, but being 
a reasonable and relatively unprejudiced person, 
I didn’t let that small fact unduly worry me — 
after all, I do quite enjoy the music of the Jew 
Mendelssohn’’. 

Even the relatively unprejucided have to draw 
the line somewhere. And Mr Rickord notice that 
a large number of books published by the British 
Esperanto Association were written ‘‘by 
internationalists, communists, left-wingers of 
various complexions and Jews’’. Well, that 
clinched it, didn’t it? Doesn’t it put the melodies 
of Mendelssohn in a new context? ‘‘After this 
brief encounter with Esperanto I needed no 
further convincing that it is nothing less than an 
insidious means for the dissemination of the 
conspiratorial and subversive ideas so beloved by 
internationalists’’. 

Perhaps, in ten years time, Spearhead will 
have gone even further along the road from the 
relatively unprejudiced to the relatively 
prejudiced. One dreads to think what it will look 
like. 


Jon Whitfield reports ... 


Church leaders 
admit failures 


In a little reported event recently, 
Church leaders in Europe took a 
remarkable step. More than 90 
from Britain, Holland and Belgium 
signed a declaration 
acknowledging that racial 
prejudice and racist practice are to 
be found in all parts of Europe and 
confesses that “the churches have 
failed to resist this. evil 
adequately”. 

The declaration was prepared by the 
Working Group on Racism of the Churches 
Committee on Migrant Workers in Europe 
and goes on to state that in view of the 
growth of racism in Europe and the 
deplorable increase in racist violence, 
church leaders believe that individual 
Christians, church leaders and people from 
all communities should now pledge 
themselves to oppose racism publicly and to 
work more resolutely for its elimination 
from Europe. The signatories commit 
themselves to a programme to ‘‘promote, 
witness and work in the churches on this 
matter and positively to become witnesses 
ourselves against the evils of racism in all its 
forms and to give our energies for the 
promotion of sound relationship and just 
conditions for all’’. 

Amongst those from Britain who signed 
are Dr Philip Morgan General Secretary of 
the British Council of Churches, the 
Moderator of the United Reform Church, 
the President of the Baptist Union and the 
Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church. 

Cardinal Hume read out the statement at 
a packed Westminster Cathedral All Faiths 
service in November where every faith 
represented declared their stand against 
racism in line with it. ‘‘It is manifest in 
ethnic pride, anti-Semitism, deprivation 
and sometimes brutal violence,’’ said 
Cardinal Hume. 

But that awareness has still to seep down 
into the churches, where, as the Church of 
England race relations fieldworker Ken 
Leech says ‘‘there is a marked swing against 
progressive thinking taking place in the 
churches in the 1960s — it is a definite 
swing engineered by various groups and 
people’. 

The church is seen as traditionally the 
bastion of goodness, and racism an evil 
which we have to combat, he says. ‘‘But not 
only has Christianity connived at racism, it 
has helped to promote it deliberately and 
not by default’’. 

A Bishop in the early part of this century 
said that racism was the most important 
problem faced by Christians in the 20th 
century. But no-one listened, except a few 
people who took this up with the threat of 
nazism in the 1930s. It was a deputation led 
by Trevor Huddlestone from South Africa 
in the 1950s which woke some people up to 
apartheid but no connection was made with 
the situation here. 
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From then on, a set of myths grew up of 
black people being a ‘problem’ and seen as 
‘numbers’ says Ken Leech. Christians did 
not speak out against the 1962 Act except 
Archbishop Ramsey who called it 
‘lamentable’ but by then it was too late. 

After three major debates in the CofE 
General Synod, Ken Leech’s job was 
created in 1980. ‘‘But all they have done is 
to shove race relations into one section and 
hope to forget about it,’’ he says. ‘“There 
has been no attempt to deal with racism in 
its structures.’’ At the end of the day it’s 
not what the churches say, but who they 
represent, says Ken. There are only two 
black people out of 600 on the CofE 
General Synod. And the crucial issues are 
bound up with power and concentrated 
wealth. Quoting a certain Karl Marx, he 
commented ‘‘the Church of England would 
sooner give up 38 of its 39 articles than one 
39th of its wealth’’. 

There are good things in the churches but 
the Church has lost contact with its roots. 
Why, Ken asks, are we seeing the 
Archbishop’s Commission on Urban 
Priority areas (ie inner cities)? ‘‘Why not a 
commission into suburban complacency 
and uncaring?”’ 

CARAF (Christians Against Racism and 
Fascism) asks much the same question in a 
submission to that Commission, deploring 
the right wing elements currently gaining 
strength, encouraged by such as Roger 
Scruton, who are pushing the established 
CofE as a kind of social bond which seeks 
to identify national identity with 


‘Christianness’ through the medium of the 
functions of a state church. 





Reagan — Bishops as pawns? 


But the rightward swing continues with 
issues such as the ordination of women in 
the CofE receiving a hostile reception from 
such as Mrs Thatcher’s favorite, the Bishop 
of London, talking of the threat to all that 
is civilisation. And the appearance of a 
book from the up-to-now reputable 
publishers SPCK, entitled What Will 
Happen to God? by Dr William Oddie (no 
relation) librarian of Pusey House Oxford, 
who wants women priests firmly kept on 
the shelf and God to remain a man, 
otherwise the domino theory will operate 
and before we know it, God will have 
become a. . . woman! Just as black people 


should keep their place, so women in the 
church have their place — but not in the 
seats of power or decision making. 

In the USA, the re-election of Ronald 
Reagan has concentrated the struggle 
against the rightward drift, particularly 
over whether United Methodism and 
American Protestantism will be recruited to 
support ‘Fortress America’. The basic issue 
is whether God or the state, God or the 
Caesar of today, proclaiming nationalistic 
self-interest as supreme loyalty, is paid 
homage to by the church. 

In the long run up to Reagan’s election, 
for the first time since a ‘pax’ was drawn up 
by John Kennedy 20 years ago, some 
bishops came out on the side of Reagan and 
attacked the lily-livered peace people and 
liberal minded whites still fighting for civil 
rights. Church leaders started talking 
‘politics’ in public again. For some 
observers, there are parallels between these 
developments and Germany in the 1920s 
before Hitler came to power, when 
elements within the German evangelical 
church created organisations such as the 
‘League for a German Church’ and the 
‘Christian-German Movement’. 


‘Fortress America’ 


These espoused support for German 
nationalism (and then later nazism) as a 
Christian responsibility. Within American 
Protestantism there are groups who are 
seeking to replace Christian 
internationalism with a baptised American 
nationalism, and advocate a retreat from 
any position which would explicitly criticise 
the militarism, interventionism and self- 
centredness of US foreign policy. 

The central institution in this attack is the 
Institute for Religion and Democracy (IRD) 
a New Right group funded mainly by 
reactionary foundations dedicated to 
‘Fortress America’, which fronts itself in 
United Methodism as ‘United Methodists 
for Religious Liberty and Human Rights’. 
Joining in is the ‘Good News’ movement. 
These two groups have formed a mission- 
sending agency, the Mission Society for 
United Methodists (MSUM), its boldest 
challenge yet to the Methodists’ 
international outlook. MSUM hopes to 
force an abandonment of a critical stance 
towards the US role in the world and of 
solidarity with Third World liberation 
struggles and the promotion of a 
predominantly white church. 

It is fifty years since the Barmen 
Declaration by the Confessing Church was 
made in Germany, rejecting as heresy the 
racist, nationalist premises of the nazified 
official church which Hitler used to 
restructure official German protestantism 
under official pro-Nazi leadership. Karl 
Barth, Martin Niemoller and Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer all signed that declaration as a 
small minority called the Confessing 
Church, Bonhoeffer later becoming its 
martyr. 

The struggle against a nationalistic 
church in the US, as here, is likely to be 
protracted. It remains to be seen how 
effective the declaration against racism by 
European church leaders will be in 
stemming the nationalistic tide and rising 
waves of fascism. 
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HYPOCRITE! 
NF gunrunner 
protests at IRA 
violence 


KEN Kelly, exposed by Searchlight after 
the World in Action programme Guns to the 
Right as a nazi gun runner, led an NF march 
through Moston, near Manchester, 
opposing a demonstration for the ‘Moston 
Martyrs’. Residents complained about the 
crude NF leaflet put through doors about 
‘IRA violence’. They would have been even 
more disturbed to know it came from a man 
who was only exposed for getting guns, 
stored in his Rochdale shed, into the hands 
of nazi thugs after information given by 
Searchlight's mole Ray Hill. 





oe 


Re » 
Ken Kelly (right) leading Moston NF 
march. 
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Rod Roberts’ gun haul. 


‘lines : é 
Roberts (left, with shades) on 1979 BM demo. 


- BRITISH MOVEMENT GUN 
THUG ON THE LOOSE 


Rod Roberts, sentenced to seven 
years’ imprisonment in 1981 for 
illegal possession of a huge cache of 
arms and ammunition, has recently 
been released from prison. 


Like his fellow nazi, Harvey Stock, 
who got only a two year suspended 
sentence for his part in building up an 


NF FAN DEATH CHARGE 


A LEADING National Front 
member has been charged with 
unlawful killing following the 
death of a football fan at an Xmas 
fixture. 

John Ellison, till last year secretary of the 
Blackburn NF branch, is accused of killing 
28-year-old Peter Farish of Carlisle, who 
died four days after being struck on the 
head during the Blackburn-Carlisle game at 
Carlisle on 23 December. 

Mr Farish, a father of two, had been on a 
life support system for four days when he 
died on 28 December. 

21-year-old Ellison was charged the same 
day and later released on bail. A known 
football fan, he was in the news last year 
when a Blackburn NF banner belonging to 
him was flaunted during violent incidents at 
the Parc des Princes in Paris, when England 
met France in a ‘friendly’ international 
game. 

Before joining the NF, Ellison had been a 
member of British Movement. 


NF MAN STABS 
NEIGHBOUR 


ANOTHER former NF member has 
been in trouble with the courts 
following a stabbing attack on a 
neighbour. 

Graham Simmonds, aged 23 of 
Lordswood in Kent, was found guilty of 
maliciously wounding Joyce Elizabeth, and 
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arsenal of sophisticated weapons and 
thousands of rounds of ammunition, 
Roberts is eager to return to action on 
the far right. 

Roberts, Stock and others drifted 
between British Movement, the National 
Front and the League of St George, 
while amassing weapons from a spread 
of contacts. The sources included not 





sentenced to 12 months imprisonment 
suspended for two years, and ordered to 
pay £100 compensation. 

Judge Margaret Cosgrave, who 
sentenced him, had called for extensive 
probation reports. 


BNP THREAT TO CAMPS 


CND campaigners in Cornwall have 
discovered that British National Party 
members have been visiting building sites in 
the Liskeard area distributing badges saying 
‘‘Smash CND scum’’. 

They have also been trying to recruit 
heavies to ‘pay visits’ to the peace camp 
now established outside the St Mawgan air 
force base where CND believes a major 
nuclear warheads store has been 
established. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ PUNK DAUBED SHOP 


A 16-year-old punk daubed National Front 
slogans and a swastika on the windows of an 
Asian shop in Worthing. Slogans, including 
‘‘Pakis Out’’, were daubed on the windows of 
V G Foodstore in Rowlands Road, managed by 
Mr Vijay Kothari. 

The youth admitted the offence, and also 
admitted stealing two tubes of glue from 
Woolworth’s for sniffing. Sentence was deferred 
for a month in the hope that Youth Concern 
might be able to help the youth, who had 
previous convictions for burglary and theft. 
(Worthing Gazette 23.11.84.) 


only registered arms dealers selling 
weapons illicitly on the side, but also 
contacts within the armed services. 

Official sources at the time of the trial 
intimated that Roberts had several cover 
identities, with papers to match, to 
facilitate his travels in nazi circles 
abroad. 

Rod Roberts was part of a wider 
network of nazis in Britain and 
elsewhere, whose objectives were, and 
still are, to build up an armed cadre on 
the far right. 


@ NF IN POLICE COMMITTEE STORM 


An ex-member of the National Front is standing 
for election to the police liaison committee in 
Brent. Avril Downes, who stood as an NF 
candidate in the council elections of 1978, is 
standing for a place as a community 
representative on the committee. 

Labour spokesperson Martin Coleman 
condemned the candidature. Brent Community 
Relations Council said it would make a point of 
telling everyone of Mrs Downes political links. 

‘*We don’t think we would be prepared to sit 
with her on the same committee’’, said 
community relations officer Vernon Clements. 

Brent Tories have defended Mrs Downes right 
to stand. (Wembley Observer, Middx. 30.11.84.) 


@ BOMB THREAT AT MINERS’ RALLY 


A bomb threat was made at the start of a miners’ 
rally in Kent. Police with sniffer dogs had earlier 
searched the building, and the rally, addressed by 
Arthur Scargill, proceeded without interruption. 
Police in vans waited outside the Granville 
Theatre, in Ramsgate in case of a threatened 
attack by the National Front. The previous night 
the outside of the theatre was plastered with anti- 
Scargill posters. (Thanet Times 27.11.84.) 


@ DRUNKEN ABUSE 


A Basingstoke man shouted racialist abuse and 
kicked in a door panel at a West Indian club. He 
later apologised, and blamed drink for his 
behaviour. 

“T am not National Front or anything like 
that, and I did not mean what I said’’, he stated. 

Shaun Woods, (22), was fined £30 with £7 
costs, and ordered to pay £45 compensation, 
when he admitted damaging the door at the 
United Carribean Club. (Basingstoke Gazette 
23.11.84.) 





TYNDALL HOME TO MUM 


HOW do we do it? Only last month our What 
Their Papers Say soothsayer wondered 
aloud, after a careful study of BNP leader 
John Tyndall’s latest published writings, 
whether the Fihrer had fled the family nest 
which he has used over the last few years to 
demonstrate to doubters that he was a ‘real 
man’. Those who had heard the whispering 
campaigns about ‘youthful indiscretions’ 
were supposed to be reassured by the 
words “and this is my daughter, Marina” 
uttered with much emphasis and blowing of 
trumpets. 

Well, having correctly predicted Marina’s 
arrival before it was announced by the 
Tyndalls senior, it seems we hit the nail four 
square on the head about more recent 
events. 

Tyndall, featherbedded, it is now 
reported, by a bequest from some late 
wealthy supporter, no longer needs the 
largesse of his father-in-law Charles Parker, 
and temporarily took the step he has been 
itching to take for some months: he quit the 
marital bed — to which, if Francois Dior is to 
be believed, he was never much suited 
anyway. 

For a while he was back with his devoted 
mum, who no doubt baked a cake to 
welcome her prodigal son. Pretty soon 
however, he trooped back obediently to his 
domineering wife Valerie — or ‘Valkyrie’ as 
he calls her in private. But rumour has it that 
all is not well, not least because of Tyndall's 
paranoia and obsessive jealously. 


* * % 


LEADING NCCL MEMBER 
SUPPORTS HARRINGTON 


ONCE again a leading member of the NCCL 
has shown himself to be more concerned 
with the ‘civil rights’ of fascists than those 
under threat from them. 

After NCCL director Larry Gostin 
defended giving legal advice to the NF, 
national chairman Bill Birtles has recently 
attacked those people trying to get leading 
NF member Patrick Harrington taught 
separately at North London Polytechnic. 

In a personal but very public statement he 
accused anti-fascists within the NUS and 
ILEA of trying to practice a form of 
apartheid, and likened it to the racism of 
South Africa and the American deep south! 
He went on to say “we would consider 
separate but equal facilities to be 
discrimination. Allegedly equal facilities are 
never equal. You get information and 
discussion from other students which are 
not available if you are taught alone”. He 
misses the point that the presence in the 
classroom of a fascist with an unpleasant 
habit of helping to draw up ‘hitlists’ of 
people whose colour or politics he doesn’t 
like, is hardly conducive to the “free 
exchange of information and ideas” to 
which Mr Birtles is committed. 


Tyndall with birthday cake (centre) and fruitcake (right). 





McCALDEN’S CAGE 
RATTLED 


ONE of the hazards of writing about the nazi 
Dave McCalden, is that you stand a fair 
chance of having to defend yourself in front 
of the Press Council. 

Despite a pedigree which includes being 
editor of the NF paper Britain First and a 
leader of the ‘Strasserite’ National Party 
split-off in 1975, before emigrating to the 
United States to found the Institute for 
Historical Review and to author one of the 
most unpleasant pieces of anti-semitica to 
surface in recent years, McCalden is still 
remarkably touchy about any suggestions 
that he may not be altogether wholesome. 
His usual recourse is to the Press Council, 
where, against the odds, he has won a 
couple of victories. 

Now he is threatening similar action 
against the Belfast current affairs magazine 
Fortnight, which had the temerity to suggest 
that he was a fascist and an anti-semite. 

McCalden’s furious letter to the editor 
declares flatly that, “Il am not a ‘fascist’. | 
am not an ‘anti-semite’. | am not an 
‘aplogist (sic) for Hitler’. My book Exi/es From 
History is not ‘rabidly anti-semitic’. | have 
never ‘attempted to deny that the Holocaust 
ever took place’ ”’. 

He is lying on every count — and if he 
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cares to take us to the Press Council for 
saying so, we can promise him a legal run-in 
he will not forget in a hurry.The only word 
of truth in his letter to Fortnight comes at the 
end: “About the only true allegation in the 
article’ he writes, ‘“‘was the statement 
attributed to Searchlight magazine that | am 
‘a most unpleasant character’ ”’. 

Where the likes of McCalden are 
concerned, we are not usually wrong. 


* * * 
NF HEROES ATTACK TREE 


IN A daring nightime raid, NF members in 
Croydon recently carried out a stunning and 
successful raid on. . . an unguarded tree. 

Displaying all the nerve and courage 
which are becoming the hallmarks of NF 
‘covert operations’, this elite team, only five 
strong, fearlessly assaulted a tree planted to 
commemorate the life and struggle of 
gaoled African National Congress leader 
Nelson Mandela. 

Executing a skilful silent retreat, and 
taking not a single casualty, the heroic 
raiding party posed in full Ku Klux Klan 
regalia for a press photograph in which they 
displayed their hard-won trophy, wrested 
from the race enemy against such over- 
whelming odds. 


WAS PLANTED 
Tes TAN yoae 


NELSON MANDELA 


and tonchiew. 
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NF “warriors” after fearless assault on tree. 
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ITALY 


Fascists’ “‘silly 


A COURT in Rome has dismissed 
charges against individuals implicated 
in the notorious attempted coup d’etat 
by the far right ‘Black Prince’ Valerio 
Borghese in 1970. 

The judges decided that Borghese, the 
military officers and the fascist activists 
who attempted to seize power, had simply 
been ‘‘playing a silly game’’ and posed no 
threat to the Italian republic. 

Amongst those involved were the 
notorious killer Stefano delle Chiaie (who 
ended up working with Klaus Barbie’s 
Fiances of Death in Bolivia) and MSI 
deputy Sandro Saccuchi, a murder suspect 
now in exile in Spain. 


MSI Congress 


At its recent congress the fascist MSI (with 
which Borghese had been associated since 
the 1950s) claimed to have 38,000 members, 
including 1,483 local councillors, 53 
regional councillors and 27 mayors. More 
than 40 per cent of the party’s membership 
is concentrated in the south of the country. 

French fascist leader Jean Marie Le Pen 
was guest of honour at the congress. 

During the congress, however, Radical 
Party leader Marco Pannella held a press 
conference to denounce MSI leader Giorgio 
Almirante, accusing him of taking money 
to influence the outcome of a parliamentary 
commission. 

Pannella claimed that in April 1974 
Almirante got the money from a major 
party in the coalition then governing the 
country and from a state company, in 
return for persuading two MSI members on 
a Parliamentary Commission investigating 
Christian Democrat leader Andreotti’s 
involvement in an oil scandal to vote in a 
particular way. 

The party referred to is widely believed to 
have been the Christian Democrats, and, 
indeed, the vote went in Andreotti’s favour. 


Survivors demand 
nazi mass murderer 
stays in gaol 


The inhabitants of the small Italian 
town of Marzobotto have decisively 
rejected the plea of former SS major 
Walter Reder to be freed. Reder, 
currently serving a life sentence, was 
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responsible for the massacre of 1,870 
of the towns inhabitants in 1944, 
Reder claims he is in poor health and no 
longer a nazi. He has also enlisted the help 
of some catholic priests in his bid for 
freedom. They are helping publicise his 
‘profound repentance’’ for the massacre. 
At a meeting called by the town’s 
communist mayor, the survivors, many still 
badly damaged both physically and 
emotionally, and relatives of the victims 
voted 283 to 1 against his release. The final 
decision now rests with the Prime Minister 
and the Defence and Justice ministries. 





UNITED STATES 


Neo-nazi killed in 
gun-battle 


Only a year after the violent death of 
ultra-rightist killer Gordon Krahl, 
another American extremist has been 
killed in a gun battle with law officers. 
31-year-old Robert Mathews died when 
a police flare set fire to a besieged 
house near Seattle. 

Four others were arrested, two of whom 
have been charged with a half million dollar 
armed robbery. Along with another man, 
arrested earlier, Gary Yarbrough, they are 
also suspected of involvement in a $3% 
million armoured car robbery in California. 
Both Yarbrough and Mathews had been 
involved with a shadowy ex-prisoners’ 
organisation calling itself the Silent 
Brotherhood of the White American 
Bastion, and Yarbrough was also connected 
with the extremist religious-political 
organisation Aryan Nations. The 
authorities are investigating national 
connections between the Brotherhood, 
Aryan Nations, Posse Comitatus and other 
extremist anti-semitic groupings. Among 
weapons captured after an earier raid on 
Yarbrough’s house, FBI agents found a 
sub-machine gun used in the murder of a 
Jewish radio personality in Denver, 
Colorado. 


Terrorists bomb 
abortion clinics 


While federal agents have moved 
against the terrorist Silent 
Brotherhood, critics in America have 
condemned government failure to take 
seriously another wave of violent 
attacks. 

Three explosions on Christmas Day in 
Florida brought to a total of 27 bomb and 


arson attacks on abortion clinics in 1984, 
while at least 150 other cases of anti- 
abortionist harassment and vandalism have 
been recorded in the same year. While no 
clear evidence of a national conspiracy has 
emerged to date, the coincidence of 
explosions in different parts of the country 
and the frequent use of the name, ‘Army of 
God’ by those claiming the attacks suggests 
at least the need to step up the level of 
investigation. Arguing however that anti- 
abortion attacks do not constitute the use 
of ‘unlawful violence’ to coerce a 
government politically, the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation does not regard the 
bombings as terrorist and has declined to 
investigate. While Treasury Department 
agents have secured some arrests, most of 
the attacks to date remain unsolved. 


EUROPE 


European right link 
up 


The recent meeting in Greece of 
European extreme right MPs (see 
Searchlight 115) ended with a joint 
statement calling for the release from 
prison of former members of the Greek 
junta. 

The meeting also launched the ‘European 
Friendship Front’, with the aim of bringing 
together the European far right. Already 
made up of the Greek EPN, the Italian MSI 
and the French National Front, the 
organisation can hope to gain support from 
groups in other countries. The secretary, 
Jean-Marc Brissaud is an ex-Ordre 
Nouveau hardliner who then moved to the 
PFN (Parti des Forces Nouvelles) and was 
involved in another former pan-European 
organisation, |’Europe des Patries, 
comprised of PFN, the Spanish Fuerza 
Nueva and the MSI. 


By-election 
success for FN 


The Front National scored a startling 
43 per cent in a cantonal by-election in 
Perpignan in November with 23 per 
cent in the first round vote. In a second 
round run off against the RPR-UDF 
candidate, they were able to take 
almost half of the right wing vote. 
With no left candidate in the second 
round, there was however a massive 68 
per cent abstention rate. 

(continued p.15) 


Money, Mercenaries, Murder, Moonies 





The American Right’s Secret War 





NEW evidence has emerged of 
military and financial help to right 
wing insurgents and regimes in 
Central America being provided by 
powerful former military figures 
connected to the World Anti 
Communism League and the 
mercenary magazine Soldier of 
Fortune. 

According to interviews published in 
the Washington Post, retired general 
John K Singlaub, now WACL’s 


president, claims to be raising about 
half a million dollars a month from 
wealthy American groups and 
individuals since Congress voted to 
stop funds going to the CIA backed 
‘contras’ attempting to overthrow the 
elected Sandinista government. 


ss, 
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Soldier of Fortune Contributing Editor Ralph Edens (lef 


As reported in Searchlight (111), 
Singlaub is a key figure in two aspects 
of a freelance foreign policy being 
conducted in Central America by 
wealthy American right-wing interests. 
Through So/dier of Fortune, military 
hardware, advisers and mercenary 
combat troops are being shipped into El 
Salvador where they back up the 
existing dictatorship, and into ‘contra’ 
camps in countries bordering 
Nicaragua, where they join the fight to 
overthrow that country’s elected 
government. Singlaub even boasts of 
Pentagon assistance in shifting the aid 
south, a claim denied by the Defence 
Department. 

With others connected to So/dier of 
Fortune, he has now set up a military 
training facility in Boulder, Colorado, 
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Airborne Battalion and Paladin Press publisher Peder Lund (right) after an operation 
“observed” by Sof in April 1983. Paladin Press is based in Boulder, Colorado;. The 
photograph was taken by Alex McColl — now organising paramilitary training in .. . 


Boulder, Colorado. 
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Gearing themselves up for this year’s 
cantonal elections, they plan to stand 
candidates in every one of the 1,800 
constituencies. Spurred on by their 
successes, the FN leader, Le Pen, has 
refused a common slate with the CNIP 
(farmers and self employed organisation) 
and the SNPMI, (professionals association) 
after they rejected his demand not to make 
alliances with the RPR and UDF. As well as 
these two groupings, the PNF (Parti 
Nationalist Francais), a neo nazi split from 
the FN, will also be standing candidates. 


The FN are also determined not to miss 
any chances in the troubled French colony 
of New Caledonia, where the government is 
facing a Kanak independence struggle. 
Twenty militants arrived from France 
several months ago to establish a party base 
and establish contacts with the Caldoches, 
the white French population, who have set 
up self-defence groups, heightening the 
climate of violence. Some of the FN 
militants were formerly to be found fighting 
alongside the Phalange in Lebanon. 


@The French Supreme Court has 
overturned a ruling in 1980, banning the 
neo-nazi group FANE. The organisation 
has been a vital link in the European terror 
network. 





where they hope to train Salvadorean 
police forces and ‘contra’ terrorists on 
American soil. As yet, the so-called 
“‘Institute for Regional and 
International Studies” has not begun 
training, though it claims to have sent 
“survey teams” to the region. 

Singlaub has set up the “Institute” in 
conjunction with Alexander McColl, its 
director, who doubles as_ military 
affairs editor for So/dier of Fortune. 

The obsession of Singlaub, and of the 
mercenary circles and right-wing think 
tanks with which he is associated (like 
the Council for World Freedom) is to 
force the US government to escalate 


rapidly into covert operations, 
especially in Central America, and 
particularly in El Salvador and 


Nicaragua. Pending success in pushing 
the government to adopt such 
measures, they are getting on with 
doing it themselves. 

But they clearly have the ears of 
people of power and influence in senior 
levels of the Reagan administration. 
Last May Singlaub was a member of a 
Defence Department panel 
commissioned to provide advice on 
military matters. Its report, 
predictably, made exactly the sort of 
recommendations that Singlaub and 
the ‘War Now’ lobby have been so 
enthusiastically pressing for. 

With him on the panel was HC 
Aderholt, who runs the Air Commando 
Association from Florida and claims to 
have distributed $4.5 million worth of 
“food and medicine” to El Salvador. 
The Washington Post claimed that half 
the members of the panel were already 
involved in “private efforts to send aid 
to refugees and conservative forces in 
the region, arguing that any non-lethal 
aid to the ‘contras’ or to El Salvador 
‘increases good will toward the United 
States and allows local armies to spend 
more money on arms’ ”. 

Recent reports, including a BBC 
Newsnight investigation, have revealed 
that the Unification Church, or 
‘Moonies’, are also involved in aiding 
the ‘contra’ forces. 

Like the ex-military lobby, they 
moved into action as soon as Congress, 
faced with evidence that Reagan was 
trying unlawfully to overthrow the 
Nicaraguan government, cut off funds 
to the ‘contras’. Moonies operating 
through a worldwide front organisation 
called CAUSA, are now placed in 
‘contra’ camps and are organising aid 
shipments in the US. 

When one CAUSA convoy reached 
Honduras recently, its organiser stayed 
for the duration of his visit with 
American ambassador John 
Negroponte. 
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Nazis out of uniform: the dangers of 
neo-nazi terrorism in Australia Denis 
Freney (PO Box A716, Sydney South 
NSW 2000, Australia, 4 dollars by 
airmail, 3 dollars surface mail). 

White Hoods: Canada’s Ku Klux Klan 
Julian Sher (New Star Books, 
Vancouver). 


While few contemporary fascist 
organisations are any more than 
marginal, the meteoric rise of France’s 
Front National is a warning not to 
ignore seemingly fringe groupings, and 
democrats need to be constantly on 
their guard against such organisations, 
both because of the violent attacks they 
often indulge in and the possibility, 
however slight, that they might take 
root and become important political 
forces. These two recent studies bring 
instructive examples of neo-fascist 
activity to our attention and are 
valuable reminders of how hate groups 
are to be found polluting the political 
atmosphere throughout the western 
world. 

What these studies first illustrate is how 
the authorities in both countries have been 
lax in moving against overtly anti- 
democratic organisations which have 
contributed both directly and indirectly to 
violence against racial minorities and 
political opponents. In the summer of 1981 
a Canadian Asian was shot with an airgun 
needle labelled ‘With the compliments of 
the KKK’ while club-wielding Klansmen 
even joined in with an ‘ultra-left’ group’s 
attacks on an anti-racist demonstration. 
Australia’s National Action, as Searchlight 
has reported, has been involved in 


numerous attacks on anti-fascists. Yet the 


authorities have done little. The media too, 
both books show, have given these 
organisations free publicity and put the 
desire for news above their other 
responsibilities. In Canada, Sher 
documents, it was only late in the day that 
the media began to expose the Klan as the 
hooded thugs they were. 

While both National Action and the 
Canadian Klan remain marginal they have 
been more successful than many of their 
forebears and rivals and both studies 
document how they draw on experienced 
fascist activists who have been through 
earlier organisations and believe that at last 
they have found the formula for success. 
Sher quotes from the 1981 Klan Handbook 
which sets out a plan to move through a 
first stage of initial publicity to one of 
consolidation and then on to Stage Three, 
the creation of a mass White Racialist 
political movement. Stage Four is the 
seizure of power — ‘‘We will turn the 
democratic process against itself’’. 

As for Australia’s National Action, 
Freney quotes from its documents to show 
how it looks to ‘‘radicalism in both thought 
and deed’’ in order to bring ‘‘the Vanguard 
of the Revolutionary Nationalist Ideology’’ 
to power. National Action like the British 
NF is a Strasserite organisation — a radical 
racist group which seeks to demarcate itself 
from more conservative elements on the 
hard right and claims to be part of the 
labour movement. Ultimately, it says, ‘‘the 
nationalists . . . assert the Primacy of Force 
... We must be prepared to struggle, 
sacrifice and... kill’’. 

Both books are packed with information 
about the extreme right in their countries, 
and of the two, Freney’s is in some ways the 
more interesting, particularly about fascist 
ideology (and he has also included an 
advertisement for Searchlight!) But his 
account is marred by too easily crediting 
talk of a secret international network of 
100,000 nazis and a conspiracy involving 
neo-nazis, the Red Brigades, the Mafia and 
the CIA. Sher’s book gives a well-informed 
(and politically committed) journalistic 
account of Canadian fascism. Both are very 
much worth reading, and show us once 
more that fascism still needs to be fought 
forty years after the demise of the regimes 
that sought to carry out its programme. 


Richard Marlen 





The Sweatshop Report, Derek 


Bishton, (AFFOR) 


Five Asian women died in a fire ina 
clothing sweatshop near Brick 
Lane, Bethnal Green, in November 
1983. Two white youths seen just 
before the fire started in a corridor 
have still not been identified. As a 
result of the fire the Greater 
London Council has tried to 
crackdown on such sweatshops and 
to check their working conditions. 
But it is going to be a long time 
before such places will be improved 


sufficiently, let alone removed. 

Derek Bishton’s book is a hard-hitting in- 
depth analysis of such workplaces and the 
commercial exploitation of the most 
vulnerable in our society. ‘‘Margaret 
Thatcher is very fond of talking about 
‘defending democracy’ but democracy 
can’t begin to exist when millions of people 
are cut out of the debate,’’ he writes in his 
introduction to this report published by 
AFFOR (All Faiths For One Race). ‘‘Low 
pay is low priority because it raises too 
many questions — questions about the 
massive social divisions being engineered 
between an affluent professional middle 
class on the one hand, and a subjugated 
underclass of unemployed and low waged 
on the other’’. 


Poor advice 


Since the Conservatives have come to 
power there has been a _ considerable 
relaxing of regulations which protected 
workers and Bishton gives examples of 
trade union officials acting apathetically 
and giving poor advice. Searchlight 
reported a while ago on the Britain’s strike 
in Walthamstow where Asian workers were 
demanding one hour off a 50-hour week at 
£2.01 an hour for men, and only £1.70 an 
hour for women. Not only did management 
refuse to negotiate on this, the union 
district official commented: ‘‘They’re not 
exploited. When I first took over this 
factory a few years back they were working 
all the hours of the day and night’’. 

Bishton does, however, make for some 
optimism in describing the action and 
solidarity of some of the exploited workers, 
with detailed case histories of firms and 
individuals. And he makes some positive 
suggestions for trade unions to follow since 
he feels they could play the most significant 
part towards altering the current climate of 
opinion. ‘‘Only trade unions have the 
power and resources to reach a significant 
enough number of people whose lives are 
directly affected by the current economic 
drift,’’ he says. 

But he adds a note of warning that direct 
confrontation with the forces creating 
poverty and deprivation in our cities ‘‘is the 
only option now available for those who 
wish to challenge the growth of 
authoritarian rule in a_ post-industrial 
society’’. This is what sweatshops are all 


~ about. 


Jon Whitfield 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 
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THE POLITICS OF RACISM AWARENESS 
TRAINING 


In the last issue, CARF wrote about 
what it was like on a racism awareness 
training (RAT) course. This month, 
CARF analyses what lies behind RAT 
conceptually and why it has so little in 
common with the anti-racist struggle. 


Defining racism 


On the face of it, RAT looks progresssive; 
its credo states that Britain is a racist society 
and that racism is a white problem. For 
many people, especially those who 
remember the last 30 years in the UK when 
black people were deemed to be ‘the 
problem’, there is little to quarrel with here. 

But what exactly does racism mean to 
RAT? Racism is a disease — a disease that 
all white people suffer from; though note, 
black people are the victims of it. Racism is 
apparently both ‘within us’ and ‘out there’. 
The part that is in us is attitudinal and 
affects our behaviour. RAT isolates racism 
from any other aspect of our lives and 
relationships. It does not, for example, 
have a relationship to class, it does not have 
a conception within it of the state. Nor does 
RAT explain racism’s genesis. It gives us no 
history of racism via slavery, colonialism, 
etc, nor does it explain the white Western 
world’s continued dominance of the Third 
World. Racism is simply a residual set of 
ideas that impregnates every person born 
white in a white society. 


Institutional racism 


But in its defence, proponents of RAT 
would say that it is concerned with racism 
not just as it affects the individual, but as it 
affects institutions. Once again, that looks 
like a good sign. But how does RAT define 
institutional racism? It is a matter of 
personal prejudice plus power. And here, 
what it means by power is the power that 
derives from a job or position which white 
people, by virtue of being white, have easier 
access to than black people. (But note that, 
as with the interpretation of racism, RAT is 
also very confused about the usage of the 
term power — arguing at other times that 
all white people have power over all black 
people by mere virtue of the fact that they 
are white, as though it is something 
inherited or transmitted genetically.) 

But where institutional racism is 
concerned, RAT is in reality interested in 
individuals wielding bureaucratic power in, 
say, housing allocation or employment 
procedures. What RAT cannot deal with 
are massive areas of racism which are not 
part of officialdom. For example, it has 
nothing to say about racism in the mass 
media, in the law and the judiciary or about 
racial violence. 


Anti-racism 


For RAT, anti-racism is a matter of being 
trained via a human relations-type therapy: 
a coming to consciousness of and ‘owning’ 
one’s personal racism. This, RAT believes, 
can lead to a change in behaviour — 
examples would include allowing black 
people their cultures or finding some way at 
the workplace of positively discriminating 
in favour of black people. 

Anti-racism is not, for RAT, a matter of 
changing the structure of society, of 
fighting state power or, for that matter, of 
fighting organised racism. And even the 
white individual can, in the last analysis, be 
no more than an ‘anti-racist racist? — since 
all whites are racists: racists are born not 
made! But such a re-formed individual 
could convert other individuals to change 
their minds and this will have a ripple effect 
throughout society. 


Motivation 


Anti-racist struggle, the need for organising 
and unifying around an issue are not part of 
the way that RAT perceives change. And 
this is not surprising, given the motives of 
those who seek RAT. For, invariably, what 
participants are looking for are individual 
(not collective) solutions to professional 
problems or personal guilt. They do not 
participate out of a political commitment to 
change society or even to fight social 
injustice. 

Much though facilitators assert that they 
are not working on white guilt, the evidence 
is that it is precisely this that has chiefly 
motivated their clients. The likelihood, 
then, is that having been ‘cleansed’ by RAT 
of guilt — having had, as a black activist 
put it, the necessary ‘‘potty-training to 
learn how to excrete racist shit discreetly’ 
— the individual now feels purged — or, to 
change the metaphor, absolved of sin — 
and has no need or impetus to change his or 
her behaviour. 


Social control 


If RAT is as hollow and weak as we make 
out, you might well ask why it has such an 
appeal. One answer lies in the facility it 
provides of a slick package that can be 
bought and sold. It appears to provide an 
instant cure for what was previously seen as 
a complex social (if not a political) 
problem. And especially since the uprisings 
of 1981 and the Scarman Report which 
followed in their wake, state institutions 
have been intensely worried about racism. 
For them, this is not an _ individual 
personalised problem, but one of social 
control. When prison warders, policemen, 
probation workers, head-teachers and 





immigration officers are being 
compulsorarily sent on RAT courses, we 
must surely question their political appeal 
and political use. 


Deflecting black struggle 


Whether or not, as some critics say, RAT 
only comes up with cosmetic answers (the 
police on a course were told that it did not 
matter what feelings they had about black 
people, so long as they learned not to show 
them); whether or not it only allows for a 
few middle-class black people to rise in the 
system, the key political point is that it 
successfully deflects black struggles against 
the state. More so, because, unlike in the 
USA, RAT in the UK has been introduced, 
controlled and practised by black people. 

RAT takes the ‘nationalist’ element from 
the black experience and uses it both to 
counter its critics (the RAT hierarchy claims 
it derives its brief from the black 
community) and to foreclose on whites 
trying to fight the institutionalised racism 
of their society — by, for instance, 
requiring whites (on RAT training courses) 
to ‘check out’ any- and every-thing they 
think, feel, do — with black people. 
Surprisingly (or perhaps not surprisingly), 
RAT has nothing to do with contemporary 
black struggles (in fact, its booklists and 
chosen texts recall the ‘blackitude’ aspects 
of the 1960s black struggles). But that is 
precisely why it provides an alternative 
‘black’ voice and solution to which the state 
can comfortably turn. 


Addressing middle-class racism 


RAT redefines racism for the state — takes 
the debate away from the problems of the 
inner-city ghettos which bred the so-called 
riots of 1980 and 1981 — and to the safer 
terrain of ideas. Its proponents repeatedly 
assert that they are not speaking to the NF- 
type racism, they do not expect their 
participants to be petrol-bombing black 
homes. They want to speak to the 
professional middleclass, the white liberals 
who, in their word, ‘collude’ with racism. 
So, not only does RAT bear no relation to 
black struggle, it bears no relation either to 
the virulent racism of deprived working- 
class areas where white racists and the black 
poor live cheek by jowl. 

And here lies the crux of the difference 
between those who campaign against racism 
and fascism and those who purvey Racism 
Awareness Training: anti-racists and anti- 
fascists do not in the final analysis regard 
racist ideas as separable from the material 
conditions that created and reproduce 
them. 

@A fuller version of this article will be 
appearing in a forthcoming issue of Race & 
Class. 
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in support of the GLC’s Anti-racist Year, CARF has launched a media monitoring project, financed by the 
Greater London Council, to campaign against racism in the national and local press. We would like to hear of 
any work already being done by local groups to combat racism in the media. ‘Between the lines’ is being 
expanded to include work done by the project. 


Another look at racist cartoons 













In November 1984, Stan McMurtr 
of the Daily Mail was made “social 
and political cartoonist of the year” 
by the Cartoonists Club of Great 

_ Britain. CARF took strong exception — 

to the award, on the grounds that colui 

vicious and demeaning racial ‘humour 
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pane ‘Will you tell MacGregor, I'm gctting fed up waiting in this hot, stuffy little room !" 
14 9 July 1984 


*... and lastly, have you got anything good for insomnia, indigestion or athlete's foot 7° 


9 March 1984 
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___ features is neither here no 








18 


4 





looks of the characters in the 
cartoon have been used to show just 
how long they have been ahead of 
us in this field of healing. The 
comment in the cartoon was no 
doubt prompted by Prince Charles’ 
own interest in the phenomena. 





3. CARTOON OF 31 OCTOBER, 1984 


To my way of thinking this is a very 
sincere comment pointing up the 








fact that people are starving in a 
country in which the administration 
is giving preference to the spending 
of money on a colour TV system 
rather than on food. | would say that 
here MAC's feelings are very much 
with the man in the street, but that 
the man in the street happens, in 
this case, to be an Ethiopian. Would 
it have been better had nothing at all 
been said about their terrible plight? 





4. CARTOON OF 9 JULY, 1984 






| hold no particular brief for this 
cartoon other than the fact that | 
fully approve of its taking Arthur 
Scargill to task, but that is a purely 
personal opinion. The fact that it is 
an Irishman who has put one over 
him in the context of the joke would, 
| believe, gladden the heart of any 
lrishman who thought as | about the 
disappearance of Union funds. 















BRADFORD 





PARENTS 





FIGHT HEAD 


Early last year Ray MHoneyford, 
headmaster of the Drummond Middle 
School in Bradford, published an 
article in the right-wing Salisbury 
Review (Winter 1984) alleging, among 
other things, that white children were 
suffering educationally in 
predominantly black schools such as 
his own. Hundreds of parents with 
children in his school immediately 
formed themselves into the Drummond 
Parents Action Committee (DPAC). 
There followed a year-long campaign 
to have Honeyford removed as 
headmaster on the grounds that, 
because of his utterances and writings, 
he had forfeited the confidence of the 
school parents. 

On 11 June 1984, more than half the 550 
pupils enrolled at the school stayed away 
for a day of protest, and a few months 
later, a Bradford City Council report highly 
critical of Honeyford was published. But in 
spite of this, in spite of the support given to 
DPAC by the National Union of Teachers 
and Bradford’s Community Relations 
Council, and in spite of the fact that the 
parents of 238 pupils had applied to have 
them removed from the school if 
Honeyford remained as headmaster, the 
governors of the school declined in October 
1984 to recommend his dismissal. Instead, 
they urged him to ‘repair’ race relations. 

The campaign for his dismissal has 
meanwhile intensified, with the DPAC 
planning to establish a temporary 
‘alternative’ school for children who will be 
‘on strike’ until Honeyford leaves 
Drummond Middle School. Below, we 
publish an article by Jenny A. Woodward, 
DPAC’s chairperson, explaining why the 


parents are adamant that Honeyford must 
go. 


FOR nearly a year parents whose children 
attend Drummond Middle School in 
Bradford have been campaigning for the 
removal of their children’s headteacher. 

The Drummond Parents Action 
Committee calls for Ray MHoneyford’s 
dismissal because of articles he has written 
in both the national and local press and 
journals in which he blames the educational 
failure of pupils in his school on their 
racial, cultural and class origins. ‘‘In 
describing a community leader as ‘a half- 
educated and volatile Sikh’, Honeyford 
insults the community he serves’’. 

Honeyford claims that his Salisbury 
Review article simply outlines some of the 
problems he is faced with in an inner-city 
school and that, as a firm believer in 
freedom of speech, he has every right to 
question the motives of the ‘‘multi-racial 
zealots’’. 

In describing a local community leader in 
the article as a ‘‘half-educated and volatile 
Sikh’’, Honeyford insults the intelligence 
and integrity of the community he serves. 
In telling us that the cause of black 
educational failure lies in the West Indian 
family structure, he conveniently sweeps 
aside the many years of research into the 
effects upon black children of being 
‘educated’ in a white and racist society. 


The undeserving poor 


Honeyford turns our attention away from 
the reality which affects all children in his 
school: misdirected funds, poor housing, 
unemployment, and cuts in education 
spending leading to under-staffing and 
under-equipping. Instead, he lays the blame 
for educational failure on the families 


themselves, and employs stereotypes about 
black and white working-class families 
which will be familiar to anyone who knows 
how the ‘lower orders’ in nineteenth 
century England were described. Then, the 
poor were either the ‘deserving’ (or 
aquiescent) poor or the ‘undeserving’ (or 
troublesome). Poor people generally were 
thought to be work-shy, lacking in intellect 
and taste, and likely to be over-fond of 
alcohol: 


“Professional providers of 
excuses to the lazy, the loutish 
and the confused” 


Honeyford still subscribes to these views. 
For example, he roundly condemns social 
workers in the Salisbury Review, calling 
them ‘‘professional providers of excuses 
who dispense alibis to the lazy, the loutish 
and the confused’’. Now that Drummond 
School serves a multi-racial clientele, 
Honeyford enlists these stereotypes, and 
many additional ones, to describe the 
culture of black as well as white working- 
class families, in order to explain away the 
reasons why children fail in his school. 


Why they fail 


In June 1984 the Bradford Directorate of 
Educational Services ordered a full 
inspection of the school by a 10-person 
team. Their report dwells on low teacher- 
pupil expectation, on the undervaluing of 
children’s ethnic origins, cultures, and bi- 
lingual skills, and on the use in the school 
of out-of-date and biased texts. No fewer 
than 44 recommendations were put forward 
by the team. 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Meanwhile, the Bradford Metropolitan 
Council presents itself as a show case for 
good race relations. There are already a 
multitude of policies in existence aimed at 
eradicating racism and sexism from the city. 
Many are now questioning the validity of 
policies which were apparently never meant 
to be implemented. 


Flouting 


The question facing our city fathers at 
present is not whether or not to sack 
Honeyford for flouting official Council 
policy, but how much it will cost the 
ratepayers to be rid of him. It is reported 
that Honeyford has so far refused an offer 
of £100,000. 


Cart Avirrcn ONS 
RACISM & FASCISM 


el acre Mm aelelareniele) 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR‘s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers 





POLICE 





Row over police list 


The names and addresses of 2,000 tenants were 
given to the Police Anti-Terrorist Squad by 
Hackney Council. The decision, taken 2 years 
ago, was kept secret from both councillors and 
tenants and only came to light when tenants from 
the Woodberry Down estate occupied their local 
housing office and discovered a_ secret 
memorandum from_a senior housing official 
dated 3.1.83, ordering their names to be handed 
over. The leader of the council, Anthony 
Kendall, admits to authorising the council’s 
housing director to co-operate with the police. 
(Hackney Gazette 21.12.84.) 


Racism in police force — Brittan 


Home Secretary Leon Brittan has admitted that 
some policemen hold racist attitudes and that 
action is needed to deal with them. ‘‘What is 
more surprising’’ he said, ‘‘is the finding that for 
the most part those attitudes haven’t affected 
behaviour’’. Upswich East Anglia Daily Times 
10.12.84.) 


Police harass black activist 


Ace Kelly, a black activist who chairs the Stoke 
Newington and Hackney Defence Campaign, has 
filed a civil law suit against the police. Kelly, who 
has been arrested six times since January 1983 
and either acquitted or released, has been 
charged with offences ranging from obstruction 
to possession of cannabis. The latest incident 
occurred after Kelly was arrested in June 1984 
for allegedly kidnapping a 2-year-old girl, whom 
he was with. The child was actually his 6-year-old 
daughter. (Morning Star 13.12.84.) 4 


Police trained in riot control 


Greenwich Council police sub-committee say 
that the Metropolitan Police are trying to shield a 
major riot training centre from public scrutiny, 
and councillors are asking for a Home Office 
enquiry and full public debate into what they 
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describe as the ‘‘embryo of a national police 
force in Greenwich’’. 

The River Way Training Centre is right next to 
the Blackwell Tunnell, and, according to the 
police sub-committee is being used to train a 
third of London’s police in riot control 
techniques. Lessons are given in the use of plastic 
bullets, crowd immobilising techniques, CS gas 
powder, water cannon, martial arts, use of 
truncheons and riot sticks. Apparently, vanloads 
of police from several police districts have been 
deployed from the centre to police potentially 
‘riotous situations’, such as football matches and 
the Notting Hill Carnival. (Deptford & Peckham 
Mercury 6.12.84.) 


The Met apologises 


The head of Brockwell Infant’s School in South 
London has received a written apology from the 
Metropolitan Police for its lack of response to 
an incident last October when the school was 
vandalised and daubed with racist slogans and 
fascist insignia. The apology was in response to a 
formal complaint made by the head. (7imes 
Educational Supplement 21.12.84) 


PRISONS 





Prisoner wins race ruling 


Mr John Alexander, a prisoner in Parkhurst 
Prison, has won a case at Southampton County 
Court alleging racial discrimination in the 
prison. The Home Office is considering an 
appeal against the ruling on the grounds that as a 
prisoner, he had no right to bring the case. 
(Guardian 24.12.84.) 


RACIST ATTACKS 





Firebomb men jailed 


Four men who launched a firebomb attack in 
Sheffield during a frenzy of race hate were each 
sentenced to a year in prison by Sheffield Crown 
Court. Peter Wells (25), Nigel Shaw (26), Paul 
Simpson (25), and Alan Worship (29), all of 
Sheffield, admitted hurling a petrol bomb at a 
van owned by a black man. (Sheffield Morning 
Telegraph 1.12.84.) 


Arson attack in Rotherham 


A family of 12, including four young children, 
jumped from an upstairs window when fire 
demolished their Sheffield home. Police are 
treating the fire as arson, and working on a 
report that two white youths were seen in the 
area at the time of the blaze. (Sheffield Morning 
Telegraph 22.12.84.) 


Racial abuse on the terraces 


Noel Blake has resumed training with his 
Portsmouth club after suffering racist abuse 
from home fans the preceding Saturday. Club 
chairman John Deacon has re-iterated his vow to 
throw out all the troublemakers. Brendan 
Batson, assistant secretary of the Professional 
Footballers’ Association, commented about the 
growth of racism on the terraces: ‘‘It seems that 
those who are directing abuse at black players are 
better organised. They remain the minority but 
they seem to have got together at clubs to make 
their voices heard’’. (Daily Mail 21.12.84.) 


ILEA to visit isolated women 


The ILEA will send ‘outreach workers’ into the 
Asian community on Lincoln Estate, Tower 


Hamlets, in order to boost the morale of women 
afraid to go out of their homes becuase of the 
high incidence of racial violence. The workers 
hope that the women can be persuaded to use 
nearby educational facilities to overcome their 
isolation. (Standard 19.12.84.) 


Asian butcher’s attacked 


An Asian butcher’s shop in Upton Park, East 
London, has been gutted by arsonists, less than 2 
months after a similar attack on another Halal 
butchers. Detective suspect the two incidents are 
linked. (Newham Recorder 28.12.84.) 


Visitor attacked 


Skinheads launched a racist attack on a visitor 
from Dubai as he was walking on the Kings 
Cross Road in London. Mr Francis Sales was 
called ‘‘nigger’’ by a group of six boys, punched, 
kicked and thrown into a window. (slington 
Gazette 7.12.84.) 


Pub owners pulled up on racism 


Newham Race Relations Association, in 
conjunction with Newham council for Racial 
Equality Steering Group, has sent out a race code 
booklet to every pub in Newham. This follows 
complaints that black people are being refused 
service, and accusations that some pubs have 
racist landlords or harbour racist attackers 
(Newham Recorder 6.12.84.) 


IMMIGRATION 





Foster sons can stay 


The Home Office has agreed to allow the two 
Iranian foster sons (aged 7 and 13) of Mr and 
Mrs Walter Wyatt to stay in England. Their 
father was killed in Iran earlier this year, and 
their mother is said to be suffering from shock. 
(Guardian 29.12.84.) 


Woman reprieved 


Miss Jenny Fu, a Chinese woman who came to 
Britain in 1975 from Hong Kong, is to be allowed 
to remain in Cornwall after more than 2,000 
local people signed a petition to the Home Office 
(Daily Telegraph 11.12.84.) 


Attack on marriage rules 


Trevor Skeet, Conservative MP for Befordshire, 
has condemned as ‘‘inhumane’’ those portions 
of immigration law under which immigration 
officers could arbitrarily rule a marriage bogus if 
they felt it took place to enable the husband to 
come to Britain. More than 200 complaints 
against the immigration laws, most brought by 
Asian women, have been lodged with the 
European Court of Human Rights. (Guardian 
29.12.84.) 


Ministry acts on cover-up 


The Home Office is to investigate circumstances 
in which 2 officers left the Immigration Service 
after unsuccessful attempts to correct comments 
made by the then junior minister for 
immigration, Timothy Raison. Mr Raison and 
advisors wrongly claimed that Mrs Yasmin 
Mundiya had been suspected of entering a 
marriage of convenience to secure permanent 
residence for her husband. The two officers were 
victimised personally and professionally when 
they repeatedly wrote to their superiors about the 
case. (Observer 9.12.84.) 


